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IN HONG KONG: Russian refugees are greeted by a missionary after a worship 
service held soon after their arrival from the mainland of China. For the 


first time in several years these Christian Russians were able to have 


new Bibles in their own language (see page 57) 


Missionary Rudolph Russell of the Southern Baptist Mission in Thailand takes the Gospel message to a floating 


market along one of the canals of Bangkok, Thailand 


Southeast Asia 
A World of Promise 


OUTHEAST ASIA is a crescent stretching from the South 

China Sea to the Bay of Bengal. Its population of 175 
millions is predominantly Buddhist and Moslem. The 
Christian community is but a tiny fraction of the whole, in 
most areas less than one percent. About one person in 
every five living in Southeast Asia can read or write, but 
millions now listen to the radio, attend the movies and 
have a vote. 

The area produces 65 percent of the world’s tin, go per- 
cent of its natural rubber, vast supplies of oil, tea, rice, 
copra, quinine, sugar, hemp and many essential minerals. 
Almost any adult living in the Western world can remem- 
ber the shortages and difficulties experienced during 
World War II when the raw materials of Southeast Asia 
were cut off by the Japanese. 

To travel through the six countries that support this 
enormous population with these vast natural resources is 
to react alternately with delight and dismay. 


A lovely but crippled land 
Thailand, for example, is a lovely land of nearly twenty 
million people and one of the most beautiful countries of 
Southeast Asia. Along the river plains, rice fields stretch as 
far as the eye can see. Thailand is “the rice bowl of the 
Orient.” But Thailand is crippled by poverty, disease and 


squalor. The literacy rate is appallingly low. The Evangel-} 
ical Christian community is a tiny minority of about! 
15,000 souls. 

Farther to the south is Indonesia, which in many ways} 
seems in appearance like a lovely tropical garden. But} 
Indonesia consists of nearly eighty million people, 20 per-! 
cent of whom are literate. There are 250 languages spoken} 
in the several islands, only forty-eight of which have been} 
reduced to writing. The nation is enjoying its new freedom} 
from foreign rule, but there is insufficient vigilance on the! 
part of the common man regarding this precious possession. 
Two forces are seeking to snatch it from him: first, Com-) 
munism, which operates openly and boldly throughout the | 
country, is making a desperate bid for control—it speaks to| 
the poverty and misery of the people; second, fanatical | 
nationalism sparked by a wildly reactionary Moslem re-: 
vival that would force a religious state on the country. 


Hope and Despair 


To enter sympathetically into the heart of Southeast | 
Asia, then, is to be torn between hope and despair, faith 
and fear. We may rejoice in the remarkable achievement 
of Christian missions in these lands, even though the 
evangelical Christian community consists of only a small 
percent of the total population; but we are also stricken 
with the unregenerate millions who remain. We may ap- 
plaud the increasing literacy of the people, but we are 
alarmed by an increase in population which outstrips our 
best efforts. 

There are three great forces at work in Asia today: revo- 


(Continued on page 63 


SSS 


Vor. 101, No. 4 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD, APRIL 1956 


Bible Society Record is published monthly except June and August by the American Bible Society at 450 Park Avenue, 
second-class matter at the post office at New York under the act of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for mailin 


One Dotiar A YEAR 


New York 22, N. Y. Entered as 
g at special rate of postage provided for in the 


Act of February 28, 1925, embodied in paragraph 4, Section 538, P.L. and R., authorized November 27, 1943. 


-yoluntary means. We read it 


Bible Society Record 


A JOURNAL DEDICATED TO THE WIDER DISTRIBUTION AND USE OF THE 


HOLY SCRIPTURES 


VOLUME 101 


PE RU L956 


NUMBER 4 


The Bible Today in the Philippines 


BY BISHOP JSABEL@ DE LOS REYES, Jr. 


Sixty years ago the Bible was not allowed in the hands of 
the Filipinos. Many who dared to challenge this man-made 
iron wall*between God and man suffered appalling perse- 
cution and ruin. My own late father was one among many 
who were imprisoned and exiled for reading the forbidden 
pages of the Gospel. But in a 
world of change, today the 
Bible is the most widely read 
book in the Philippines. From 
the Bible we receive strength of 
mind and body and spirit. And 
from the Bible we receive un- 
yielding faith that the native 
Christian Churches with their 
meager capital, skills and ex- 
perience shall succeed in lifting 
their economic levels and real- 
ize the rising expectations of 
our people through democratic, 
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not merely as great literature, 
or even as the record of sig- 
nificant events in the history of Israel, but as God’s Reve- 
lation clearly addressed to the individual needs of each 
Filipino. 

Christianity has known times of retreat as well as ad- 
vance; but the history of the Bible in our country proves 
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‘that the total course thus far has been forward. A perfect 
‘jllustration of the progressive devotion of the Filipinos for 


the Holy Scripture is contained in+the very history of my 


-Church—the “Iglesia Filipina Independiente.” In August 
2, 1902 several stouthearted Filipino priests of the Roman 


Catholic Church, too wise not to see how corrupt and 
spoiled Christianity had become in these Islands, but also 
too wise not to perceive how divine real Christianity is 
under the blessings of freedom of worship implanted here 
by American sovereignty, established the “Philippine In- 
dependent Church” under the leadership of another out- 


’ standing Filipino Roman Catholic priest, Gregorio Aglipay. 


The people were invited to join the native Church with 
the Lord’s words: “Come to me, all ye that travail and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest!” Two million fol- 
lowed, and thus the “Iglesia Filipina Independiente” was 


born. 
Unfamiliar with the Word of God, this Church gave 


secondary importance to the needs for preaching the Bible. 
This attitude, due to the potent influence of Roman Cath- 
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We are using as our editorial for April the 
remarkable comments by Bishop de los Reyes 
on the occasion of the most recent meeting of 
the Advisory Council of the Philippines Agen- 
cy of the American Bible Society. Bishop de 
los Reyes is the leader, spiritual and actual, of 
the Aglipayan Church, or Philippine Indepen- 
dent Church, as it is often called. His testimony 
here about how the Bible has achieved its 
rightful place in a country where not many 
years ago it was a book whose possession 
brought on persecution accomplishes, in a few 
hundred words, most eloquent recitation of 
the mission of the Bible Societies. 
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olic practice Aamong us, kept the Bible in a subordinate 
position within the Filipino Church. However, the Ameri- 
can Bible Society siowly but steadily, with its fruitful work 
of Bible translation into the several Filipino dialects, 
changed all this and helped us to understand the real 
importance of God’s Book. And 
in April 1947—that is, forty- 
five years after its proclama- 
tion—the “Iglesia Filipina In- 
dependiente’”’ approved a re- 
vised Declaration of Faith and 
Articles of Religion, wherein it 
is solemnly declared that noth- 
ing is to be admitted as essen- 
tial for salvation unless it be 
clearly manifested er contained 
in the Holy Bible. This his- 
torical action by the supreme 
governing bodies of the Filipino 
Church put an end to our 
anemic Christianity. 

Since that proclamation was 
first made the American Bible Society has for two genera- 
tions been serving our spiritual needs without much noise, 
but with marvelous results, by placing in the hands of our 
countrymen the Word of God. 

Today Christianity in the Philippines owes much of its 
social consciousness to the influence of the Bible. There is 
no question among Filipinos that the major task of the 
Church is the regeneration of society and the individual 
through the practice of the Christian Gospel. But it is also 
true for the Filipinos that the regeneration of the individual 
as well as of society depends largely upon the determina- 
tion of the Church to take account of the needs of the whole 
man: body, mind and soul. 

It is generally agreed then that the chief business of 
Churches in the Philippines is to teach the eternal verities 
of the Bible. For the first time in history the plain Filipino 
can know the message of Jesus and what it means for 
happiness. Our people are reading the Bible today as the 
Book of Life. They have seen the outlines of the Saviour’s 
face against the background of war, hate and eruelty, and 
have seen armies of oppression trampling on our weak 
people. We know now that it is Jesus’ way or ruin; the Bible 
or death. And thanks to the Bible the winds of truth and 
freedom and salvation are blowing in the streets of our 
hearts and in the barrios and towns of the Philippines! 
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Hongkong, one of the main areas for work with overseas Chinese, fairly teems with more than a million and a half refugees in 


addition to its normal population of 500,000. This photograph was taken recently on the birthday of Queen Elizabeth 


The Work Is Just Beginning 
Bible Society Service for Overseas Chinese 


HE CHINESE constitute about one fifth of the human 
Bas the bulk of them residing in continental China. 
Anyone interested in the conversion of mankind to the 
Christian way of life cannot ignore them. 

Undaunted by the apparent failure of the early Nestori- 
ans, many attempts have since been made by Catholic and 
Protestant missions. The lowering of the Bamboo Curtain 
by the Chinese Communists in 1949 after they had wrested 
control of the whole China mainland signaled the end of a 
whole missionary era there. Persecution of Christians, 
native and foreign, took on subtle forms. The net result is 
that all of the thousands of Christian missionaries had to 
leave China. Only a handful remain and they are in prison 
or under house arrest. 

Reviewing this situation, the Bible Societies, formerly 
cooperating in China, began in 1950 to expand their work 
in Hongkong and Formosa. The publication in Hongkong 
of Chinese Scriptures to meet local needs and those of 
overseas Chinese has steadily increased in volume. Hong- 
kong has excellent printing facilities at the lowest printing 
costs in Southeast Asia. 

How many Chinese reside outside the China mainland 
in East and Southeast Asia? Conservative estimates follow: 


Taiwan (Formosa) 8,000,000 
Hongkong 2,500,000 
Indochina 1,200,000 
Thailand 3,600,000 
Philippines 150,000 
Malaya-Singapore 3,000,000 
Indonesia 1,600,000 
Burma 300,000 

Total, Ethnic Chinese — 20,350,000 


Since Christian missionaries have been excluded by the 
Chinese Communists from missionary activities on the 
China mainland, the 20,000,000 Chinese living outside 
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offered a suitable missionary field. Hundreds of former > 
China missionaries have been pouring into the sparsely > 
occupied field of Southeast Asia since 1950, seeking wher- + 
ever possible to contact the Chinese. In most of the coun- } 
tries listed above, the Chinese have gained control of the } 
business and the economic life of the people, which has | 
resulted in not a little tension and has caused resentment 
among the non-Chinese peoples. Practically all of these | 
Chinese had family and business ties in Communist China. 
If and when the present Bamboo Curtain is lifted, these 
overseas Chinese will no doubt once more have closer and 
more intimate contacts with their relatives and friends on 
the China mainland. 


The Task Is Difficult 


What are the Christian Churches doing about the con- 
version of these 20,000,000 Chinese? The task is difficult, 
and often missionaries are tempted to work among other 
races and tribes where evangelization is easier. In Thailand 
only a dozen former China missionaries are working full 
time among the 3,600,000 Chinese. If a good percentage 
of these overseas Chinese could be won for the Christian 
cause now, they would be able to take the Christian wit- 
ness back to China, and thus, in God’s Providence, they 
would undoubtedly be of strategic importance in the con- 
version to Christianity of the Chinese race. 

Thoughts along these lines motivated the American 
Bible Society, the British and Foreign Bible Society, and 
the National Bible Society of Scotland when they decided 
in the summer of 1954 to call a traveling advisory Secre- 
tary to the Bible Society Service for Overseas Chinese. At 
the outset the purpose of this new office was clearly defined 
by the supporting Bible Societies: ““To make available to 
the area Secretaries of East and Southeast Asia the services 
of a man with China experience for the development of a 
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60,000 Sermons on the Bible! 


Worldwide Bible Reading—a Review 


URING a sixty-month period from 1946 to 1950 the Department 
for Promotion of Use of the Bible filled orders for 5,764,850 of 
| the undated Bible Reading leaflets kept regularly in stock, whereas 
| in the five-year period from 1951 through 1955 the number rose to 
| 9,471,600, or an increase of nearly 65 percent. 
| The twelfth year of Worldwide Bible Reading from Thanks- 
} giving to Christmas and the fifty-second observance of Universal 
| Bible Sunday on December 11, 1955 were both highly successful. 
Reports indicate that in not less than forty-eight overseas countries 
church groups and Christian individuals cooperated in this twin 
| program. 
} The theme ‘’Take—Read” was adapted from the conversion story 
of St. Augustine, and lent itself to special articles published in this 
| country and abroad. ‘The message for use by ministers on Universal 
| Bible Sunday was prepared by Dr. Francis C. Stifler. Translations 
i of his address were made in more than a half-dozen languages. 
| In addition to the circulation by the Society of the bookmark- 
| size reading lists of Scripture selections to be used daily, well over 
§ 30,000,000 more copies of the list were printed in newspapers, 
}magazines and publications of cooperating groups. During the 
i} week of Universal Bible Sunday national broadcasts were made by 
| all four of the major networks, and by CBS-TV and NBC-TV. An 
} excellent endorsement of the program by President Eisenhower was 
| given publicity. 
Letters by the hundreds, more than ever before, were received by 
/ Secretaries from persons who expressed appreciation of the program 
} and thanks for special benefits obtained by following the readings. 
| From towns and cities all across the nation there was an increase 
'in the number of news items of union services, inter-church ob- 
} servances and community distribution of the bookmarks, and by 
individuals who voluntarily took upon themselves the placement of 
| bookmarks. This would often include distribution by Boy Scouts, 
Salvation Army Santa Clauses, groups of young people, parents 
| groups, shut-ins in hospitals, nursing homes, penal institutions and 
by chaplains throughout the Armed Services. Stores, particularly 
chain stores, used them in their packages, and business houses en- 
‘closed them in pay envelopes. Thousands were distributed by 
luncheon and service clubs, chambers of commerce and motion- 
picture houses. They were placed in public libraries, merchant- 
| marine libraries, and in motel and hotel rooms. In thousands of 
public schools and schoolrooms the poster was displayed and book- 
marks distributed. 

Hundreds of local newspapers and radio stations were prompted 
by friends of the Society to devote space and time to mention the 
daily readings, sometimes by editorial, news story, cartoon and 
spot announcements, or more extensive reading or quotation. 
Displays by libraries and exhibits in stores and store windows 
were widespread, occasionally featuring not only foreign-language, 
old and historic Scripture volumes, but also items related to archae- 
ological research. Probably over 60,000 sermons on the Bible were 
| delivered on Universal Bible Sunday alone, and several churches 
engaged in “‘marathon” continuous reading of the New ‘Testament 
or the entire Bible. 

— James V. Claypool 
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Soybeans, Sesame and the Scriptures 


General Secretary Im (third from the right) and co-workers of 
the Korean Bible Society load rice and soya beans traded 
Sor Scriptures into the Bible Society truck. The man 
to the right of Mr. Im holds two boxes of eggs 


wo persistent problems remain in South Korea 
today. First, though some progress has been made 
toward its stabilization, Korean currency has been 
seriously inflated. Five hundred whan, the Korean 
monetary unit, were only recently pegged to equal 
one dollar. At one time during the Korean War the 
exchange rate was more than 30,000 whan to the 
dollar, and it has been fluctuating violently since 
then. Second, all kinds of Korean transportation— 
railroads and railroad equipment, highways and 
trucks, buses and automobiles—were so largely de- 
stroyed during the war that the process of rebuilding 
and replenishing equipment is still far from com- 
pleted. 
The farmer today is especially hampered because 
the money value of his crops varies wildly. And it is 
difficult for him to transport his crops to cash markets. 


Free Grants 


The Korean Bible Society, which is supported in 
part by contributions from the American Bible 
Society, has done an excellent job in getting the 
Scriptures to South Koreans in spite of almost over- 
whelming difficulties. Under the guidance of devoted 
Christian men and women, particularly the Rev. 
Young Bin Im, General Secretary of the Korean Bible 
Society, and his Advisory Council of national Chris- 
tian leaders and missionaries, it has made free grants 
of Scriptures in the Korean language to schools, 
orphanages, hospitals, leper colonies and institutions 
for the blind. And it has given tens of thousands of 
New ‘Testaments and Illustrated Portions to men and 
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women in the Republic of Korea military forces. 


But the Korean Bible Society, like all its sister Socie- 


ties, in providing Scriptures to individuals maintains ; 


a policy of selling them below production costs— 
always at prices people of all walks of life can afford 
to pay; and the Bible Society makes up the difference. 
This makes possible still wider distribution of God’s 
Word, and it places a value on the Book for the one 
who should have it and read it. 

Mr. Im has come up with a plan to help Korea’s 
farmers. His plan is a tribute to his imagination and 
devotion to the Bible cause. The farmer doesn’t have 
cash, but he does have crops that he hasn’t been 
able to get to market. So by Mr. Im’s scheme he 


takes a truckload of Scriptures to the farms and small | 


villages and barters them for produce—Bibles and 
Testaments and Gospels for rice, soybeans and eggs! 

Recently Mr. Im reported the results of one of his 
first bartering trips: 


Almost Filled the Truck 


“First we went to the Yongin District, 45 miles 
southeast of Seoul. I preached in the church in the 
evening and then started out the next morning for 
some of the smaller farm villages. We ‘sold’ Scriptures 
all along the way, and the net result was that we 
distributed 554 copies of the Scriptures and almost 
filled the truck with several bushels of rice and ten 
eggs. Not only did we receive rice and eggs, but also 
soybeans, peas, sesame—anything the farmers had. 

Mr. Im explained that he started this project to 
help the farmers. 

‘They wanted the Scriptures—we knew that,”’ he 
said, when he arrived back in Seoul with a truck- 
load of eggs and grain. — William F. Asbury 


Farmers in a small village about fifty miles southeast of Seoul 
measure out grain to be exchanged for Bibles and Testaments 
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Of Such Is the Kingdom 


| ea years ago Mr. W. R. Lence, of Enid, Oklahoma, was asked by 


This ts the entire student body, grades one through 
twelve, at the Nash School, Nash, Oklahoma. 
Each student holds up a New Testament 
with his own name on it provided by 
Mr. W. R. Lence of Enid, Oklahoma 


a representative of an association of churches in Enid to help finance 
a project to furnish Bibles and New Testaments for Bible courses which 


were being taught in Enid schools. 


Mr. Lence, now eighty-six, a retired business man, is a devoted 
Christian gentleman. The church association representative was there- 
fore sure he would get some help from him. He didn’t know, however, 
that he had touched a most responsive part of Mr. Lence’s character. The 
Bible had been his guidebook through several decades of personal and 


business life. 


“Pll furnish New Testaments for all children in the fifth grade in Enid 
schools,’ he pledged the astonished minister before he had finished. 

Not only that, he agreed to make the Testaments more personal and 
important to the fifth graders by having the names of each embossed on 


the books in gold letters. 


Mr. Lence didn’t stop with this first gift. He liked the idea so much 
that he extended the project to include schools in nine whole counties in 
Oklahoma and two in Missouri. In the smaller schools he furnished 


Testaments to the entire school! 


During these three years he has been giving children the best book 
they’ll ever have, and he knows many of them will keep them for life. 
He has actually delivered 8,196 New Testaments, all of which he ob- 
tained from the American Bible Society. He has received more than 
3,000 letters and cards of gratitude from pupils, teachers and parents. 

’ These grand totals haven’t impressed Mr. Lence. He considers this an 
ordained task, and he’s still at it. In January of this year he went to the 
town of Nash, Oklahoma, thirty miles from Enid. The census gives Nash 

348 inhabitants. Mr. Lence handed out 159 New Testaments. Every 


student in school received one. 


Mr. Lence puts it this way: “I love children. I love all of them, and 


-I want them to know God’s promises for them.” 


Mr. Lence, 86 years old, gives away another of 

the more than 8,000 New Testaments he has 

provided to children in just three years. He ob- 

tained all his Scriptures from the Dallas, Texas 
office of the American Bible Society 


Dr. Shields T. Hardin, minister of the North Orange 
Baptist Church in Orange, New Jersey, was a delegate to 
the American Bible Society’s Advisory Council in 1955. In 
fact, he wrote a report on the proceedings of the Advisory 
Council for the February, 1956, Record. 

A highlight of the meetings which brought representa- 
tives of forty-seven denominations to the Bible House in 
New York was the presentation of an Illustrated New Test- 
‘ament to each delegate. Dr. Hardin thought this New 
‘Testament, with nearly 600 photographs and illustrations, 
“was so important that he ordered a hundred copies. On 
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Bible Sunday he showed his congregation a copy in the 
pulpit. Soon all of the hundred copies were gone, and he 
ordered forty more. 

“J wish every family in our church had this book in its 
home,” he reported recently. 

Now Dr. Hardin is promoting the distribution of the II- 
lustrated New Testament among his church’s young people. 
This important volume is available at $2 per copy from 
the American Bible Society depository nearest your home. 
A list of these depositories and the address of each are 
found in the directory on page 62. 
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Facts About the Dead Sea Scrolls 


BY DEWEY M. BEEGLE 


Professor of Hebrew and Old Testament at the Biblical Seminary in New York, 
and Old Testament Adviser to the American Bible Soctety 


HE DrEAD SEA SCROLLS 

were discovered early in 
1947 and came to the atten- 
tion of the scholarly world in 
1948, but the public didn’t 
discover them until 1955. Ed- 
mund Wilson’s article in the 
New Yorker and his subsequent 
book opened the subject for 
the common man. Since then 
the papers have carried many 
articles, and ‘‘experts” on the 
Scrolls are appearing every- 
where. 

Some scholars claim that the Scrolls will revolutionize 
Christianity, even to the extent of altering its doctrines, 
and some credulous preachers have used the pulpit to per- 
petuate this misconception. It is therefore vital for every 
Christian to ask the ultimate question, ‘‘Of what value are 
the Scrolls?” First, however, it is necessary to present some 
of the basic facts of this complexing discovery. 

Khirbet (Ruins of) Qumran is the present name of an 
ancient settlement located eight miles south of Jericho and 
1,200 yards from the northwest shore of the Dead Sea. 
Archaeological excavations from 1951 to 1955 proved con- 
clusively that the inhabitants of Qumran had been the 
owners of the Scrolls and of fragments found in the various 
caves nearby. They had a ‘‘scriptorium” in which the 
Scrolls were copied and composed. Two plaster basins for 
ritual washing by the scribes were found, as well as two 
inkstands, one of which still contained some dried ink. 

Many coins were found at Qumran, and they tell us that 
Qumran was deserted and the Scrolls hidden in the caves 
about June, A.D. 68, during the early phases of the Roman 
conquest under Titus. Prior to this evidence the Scrolls had 
been dated all the way from the second century B.C. to the 
twelfth century A.D. 

Cave 1, about 1,000 yards north of Qumran, was dis- 
covered by Bedouins in 1947. From it have come the fol- 
lowing scrolls: (1) a copy of the entire book of Isaiah; (2) 
another copy with about a third of /saiah; (3) a Commentary 
on Habakkuk; (4) the Manual of Discipline; (5) the Aramaic 
scroll tentatively called the Lamech Scroll, but now identi- 
fied as a Commentary on Genesis; (6) the War of the Sons of 
Light with the Sons of Darkness; and (7) the Thanksgiving 
Psalms. A number of fragments of Biblical and non-Biblical 
manuscripts were also found. 

Cave 2, about 150 yards south of Cave 1, was discov- 
ered in 1952 by Bedouins. It yielded about a hundred 
legible fragments. 

Cave 3, about a mile north of Qumran, was discovered 
in 1952 by duly appointed archaeologists who were 
searching the area. The cave was so damp that only a few, 
minute fragments remained. However, they did find two 
copper scrolls which had been rolled up. These originally 
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formed a panel 8’ long and 1’ high, which probably was 
fastened to a wall in Qumran. The difficult task of unroll- 
ing the oxidized scrolls has been completed, and the He- 
brew text has been read, but as of this writing the contents 
have not been made public. 

Cave 4, located in the cliffs sloping down from Qumran, 
was discovered by Bedouins in 1952. These eager treasure 
hunters succeeded in locating this fruitful cave right under 
the noses of the archaeologists, but before they could emp- 
ty it their illicit activities were detected. Even though the 
contents are not as lengthy and complete as from Cave 1, 
they are of more importance from the scholarly stand- 
point. Fragments of most of the Old Testament Books, 
sometimes in two, three or even four copies, were found. 
There were fragments of the non-Biblical books Tobit, 
Enoch and Jubilees, and even some of the Manual of Diset- 
pline, the Wars of the Sons of Light with the Sons of Darkness, 
and other books belonging to this religious sect of Qumran. 
Unexpectedly, fragments in Greek were also found. 

Caves 5 and 6, found in 1952, contained only a few frag- 
ments. 

The paramount concern of Christianity is to what ex- 
tent the Dead Sea Scrolls illuminate and confirm the Bible. 
One important aspect has to do with the trustworthiness of 
the Hebrew text which is the basis for our English transla- 
tions. The earliest Hebrew manuscripts of the Old Testa- 
ment date from the ninth and tenth centuries A.D. The 
Isaiah Scroll, which is at least a thousand years older, con- 
firms the accuracy with which the books of the Old Testa- 
ment were transmitted from the time of Christ. On the 
other hand, we have copies of the old Greek translation of 
the Old Testament, known as the Septuagint (LX. X). This 
translation, dating from the third and second centuries 
B.C., varies in a number of places from the Hebrew text, 
but it agrees with some of the fragments found in the caves. 
This indicates that during the Inter-Testament Period 
(400 B.C. to Christ) there were two editions of the Hebrew 
Old Testament—the Babylonian-Palestinian (preserved 
in our present Hebrew text), and the Egyptian (preserved 
in the Septuagint). Where the Hebrew is clearly in error, 
the authentic reading can sometimes be restored from the 
Greek. This is what the Revised Standard Version has 
done (e.g. Gen. 4:8), and the evidence of the Scrolls justi- 
fies such a procedure. 

Khirbet Qumran is located in the wilderness of Judea, 
the location of various Essene settlements. There are some 
differences in ideas, customs, etc., but the similarities indi- 
cate that the two groups were closely related. Many schol- 
ars are convinced that Qumran was an Essene group. 
These zealous people renounced the world and retreated 
to the desert to live their simple, pure lives. Through study 
of the Scriptures they were to fulfill their divine mission 
and “‘in the wilderness prepare the way of the Lorn.” It is 
interesting that John the Baptist (Jn. 1:23) also considered 

(Continued on page 59) 
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People Cut Adrift 


In recent months the dateline on an increasing number of news dis- 
patches begins ““Hong Kong—.” This British Crown Colony is the 
main artery left open to the heart of mainland China. Through it 
comes news of the events that affect the lives of one fifth of the world’s 
population and of those who have remained in contact with that largest 
ethnic group in the world. Most often the news is grim, as it was 
recently when a group of more than 300 “White” Russians, who lost 
their Russian citizenship when they protested the establishment of the 
Red State, came across the border to freedom. The Bible House in 
Hong Kong had in stock, to give those who wanted them, Bibles in 
their own Russian languages. The New York depository rushed 300 
| additional Russian Bibles to Hong Kong to make sure the supply was 
-adequate.— Ed.) 


ce word “‘refugee’’ became so common a term during 
and since the Second World War that we may be in- 
clined to.forget that there have been many other occasions 
when people have been cut adrift from their homes and 
countries. Anyone, however, who lived in China after the 
First World War will remember those groups of Russians, 
scattered throughout the country, who were rendered state- 
less and homeless as a result of the social mutation which 
took place in 1917. 

Many of these people became successful business men in 

| the great cities of Shanghai, Peking and Tientsin. Others 

farmed lands in Northwest China or found work in the in- 
dustrial regions of Manchuria. But there were always those 
who, for one reason or another, failed to orientate themselves 
to their new situation and lived poverty-stricken lives. 

But whether successful or not, these refugees maintained 
their sense of solidarity with the Russian people and with 
Russian culture. The Russian communities used their own 
language and were held together, perhaps largely, by their 
Christian faith. They maintained their worship and church- 
life. 

At the end of the last war the Russian government offered 
these refugees the right to Russian citizenship. Some accepted 
the offer, but others rejected it. With the rise of communism 
in China many of these Russians sought to leave the country, 
and through the efforts of the World Council of Churches, 
| and its office in Hong Kong, much has been done toward find- 
| ing countries willing to accept these displaced persons. Visas 
have been obtained for some 3,000 Russians in China, but 
‘the Communist authorities have not been willing to allow 
more than a few to emigrate. 

Just recently, however, some three hundred Russians, 

deemed of little use by the Communists because of old age 
or for other reasons, have been allowed to enter Hong Kong. 
This has meant for many the breaking up of their homes. 
Parents have been separated from their children. It is ex- 
| pected that further groups of refugees will be allowed out of 
China on the same basis in the next few months. After a 
brief stay in Hong Kong these Russians will travel to those 
countries which have been willing to give them a home. 
_ Fortunately, the Hong Kong Bible House had a stock of 
Russian Scriptures on hand, and while receiving clothing, 
| those who wished also to receive a Bible were given a copy. 
The Bibles were presented at a party welcoming the refugees 
to Hong Kong. A Russian priest who accompanied these 
people held devotional services at the party and read from a 
Bible he had just received. — Douglas Lancashire 
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A Russian Orthodox priest reads from the new Russian 
Bible he has just received—Hong Kong 
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Refreshments are served the stateless and homeless refugees 
who had made their residences in China in many cases 
' since 1917 


Many of the 300 Russians in Hong Kong crossed the border 

with no possessions. A Christian Chinese girl gives instruc- 

tions on the availability of food and clothing from missionary 
welfare agenctes 
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HERE is a line in the old song ‘‘My Grandfather’s 
Clock” which says, ‘If that clock could but 
speak, oh, what tales it would tell’; and so it could 
be said of the Ludlow family Bible. It was in daily use 
for over a hundred years and through two moves 
which took it more than half way across the continent. 
The once smooth brown-leather cover is now 
scarred, stained and faded. The corners are worn, and 
the back is cracked and loose; but it holds together, 
and after 109 years still encloses all but the last chapter 
of Matthew. A few pages of Hosea and Joel are badly 
torn, but they have been carefully mended. Yes, this 
Bible shows wear, for it is a Bible that has been well 
read and well loved. From the day it was purchased, 
April 1, 1847, to the day it was retired from daily use 
and carefully preserved as a treasured antique, this 
book has been a valued source of family history—not 
only of names, dates and places, but of the transition 

period between ‘‘back East’? and ‘‘out West.” 
My Grandmother Ludlow was responsible for the 
purchase of this Bible. When her fifth child was born, 
she requested a Bible with a family record, so that she 
could keep an accurate account of the birthdates of 
her fast-growing family. Six weeks later, this big, 
handsome book was purchased. On the back of the 

title page is inscribed in beautifully even script: 
The Family Bible 
Aaron M. and Jane Ludlow 
Bought of the American Bible Society 
April 1, 1847 

When my grandmother’s five sons had all followed 
Horace Greeley’s advice and moved west from New 
Jersey to Arkansas, Illinois, lowa and Minnesota, she 
and my mother continued to live in the New Jersey 
home. Then they were persuaded in 1877 to come out 
to Worthington, Minnesota. There my mother met 
and married a young lieutenant who had served in the 
War Between the States. 

I have heard my mother say that the Bible was one 
of the first articles packed in the top of the small brown 
trunk which brought grandmother’s belongings to 
the soldier’s claim in Minnesota. And later when the 
family moved to a homestead claim near Devil’s Lake 
in the Dakota Territory, part way by horse and 
wagon, the Bible was carefully packed and moved. 

This Bible was the heart of the new pioneer home. 


My Grandmother’s Bible 


BY BERTHA PALMER 
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From its pages each morning my father read aloud a 
chapter to begin the new day. Among my earliest 
recollections is seeing this large brown book on the 
round center table, where, out of inquisitive childish 
hands’ reach, it lay in its own appointed place, except 
for the period of morning worship. I can recall the 
first time I was permitted to carry it from my father’s 
lap after prayers back to its place on the table. 

As we children grew older a small book was bought 
for each of us, but we all learned to read from the large 
print in grandmother’s Bible. A word at a time, our 
language grew as we learned from the verses we loved. 

During grandmother’s last years she would sit and 
read in the old wooden rocker in the living room in the 
log house. As she read she would rock, and sometimes 
doze off; then the large book would slip from her lap 
to the floor and she would wake with a start and say 
to herself, ‘‘Must finish that fight! Goodness, they did 
a lot of fighting in those days, always war, war, war! 
Well, there’ll be no war in heaven.” 

The dates on the family record pages of that Bible 
have furnished evidence for legal papers for the family; } 
for passports to Europe: for proof of birth: for govern- 
ment employment; for social security; and for mem- 
bership in patriotic societies. A date or name from our 
family Bible is as authentic and as unquestioned as a 
government bond. 

Yes, if that book ‘‘could but speak,” it would surely 
tell of visits to the cabin by friendly Indians, of pio- 
neers fighting prairie fires, of our family’s part in 
organizing a mission Presbyterian church, of unex- 
pected overnight visitors and of good harvests and 
crop failures; for all such events were mentioned in 
the morning prayers of thanks for safety and bounty. 

To this day the music of certain hymns we sang— 4 
“Abide With Me” and “Shall We Gather at the } 
River’’—brings to my mind the picture of a family 
worship in a pioneer home centered about a large 
brown leather-covered Bible, made available by the 
American Bible Society in 1847. 


The story of the Ludlow Family Bible is the first in a series 
of articles on Family Bibles which we hope to publish in the 
RECORD in the months ahead. Readers are encouraged to 
submit interesting stories of their own Family Bibles for 
possible publication in future issues. —ED. 


A New Mark in Japan 


The Japan Bible Society has announced that during the 
past year there has been an increase of more than half a 
million in total distribution of Bibles, Testaments and 
Scripture Portions. This means that this year’s distribution 
was about 140 percent greater than last year’s. This was in 
spite of the fact that the complete Colloquial Bible was not 
published until last April. 

The total sale of complete Bibles last year was 41,008. 


58 


But in only seven months this year since the publication of! 

the complete Colloquial Bible, 89,016 copies have beer 

sold. ‘The figures for other parts of the Bible sold follow: 
(Last Year) (This Year) 


INGW. Destamnents. .c 4 cae 415,909 473,042 
Binle’ Portions a kiven eke 860,970 1,307,221 
Braille New Testaments..,... 4,503 3,034 
Grand total of all Scriptures... 1,322,990 1,872,313 


APRIL 195 


The Men’s Club of the Burns Memorial Methodist Church in 
| Denver, Colorado, decided that an Illustrated New Testament 
j Should be in the homes of every one of the church’s families. On its 
| own initiative, the club, under the direction of Mr. Charles E. 
) Ball, ordered a number of Illustrated New Testaments through the 
| Denver office of the American Bible Society. The program had 
| been launched only a few days before the club had to order more of 
the New Testaments. 


| At the time I really didn’t know what I had gotten when 
| I bought a copy of an Illustrated Testament, “The Good 
) News.” Thinking it would be appropriate, I bought it on 
} sight for a friend who is a Sunday-school teacher. 

The next day I took it to work with me and was glancing 
) through it during the lunch hour. One of my bosses came 
in and looked over my shoulder. After a quick look he took 
ithe book and began turning through it. 

*‘Where can I buy one of these?” was his first comment. 

I was so surprised at his interest that I told him I would 

sell him that one and would 
} get another. 
Next morning he was 
| back in my office. He said, 
“You know, I read through 
the first Gospel without 
istopping, before I could 
put it down.” 

He proceeded to ask me a 
lot of questions about things 
he had obviously read for 
the first time. 

On my way home I got 
to wondering if the same 
thing would happen if I 
)showed a copy to the men 


Pacts about the Scrolls 


(Continued from page 56) 

himself as fulfilling Is. 40:3. He was in the wilderness of 
Judea during his years of preparation and no doubt knew 
of the pious colonies about the area. There is no evidence 
that John was ever a member of any of the various reli- 
gious groups, but he probably drew some of his ideas and 
methods from the religious atmosphere of this environ- 
ment. Qumran had some baptisteries and placed great 
stress on baptism and ritual washings. True repentance 
was the prerequisite of true baptism. This was the precise 
emphasis of John the Baptist, and his mode of baptism may 
have come from these groups, but it is not possible to ex- 
plain all of John’s message and activity as being derived 
from his environment. 

The extremists have made Jesus an Essene or identified 
him with the “Teacher of Righteousness.’ To them Christi- 
anity is a gradual development from Judaism, with noth- 
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My Boss Read It—For the First Time 


BYSCHARLES Ea BALL 


They were just as enthusiastic as my boss had been. One 
of the men suggested that every family in the church 
should have a copy, and moved that we sponsor the sale 
of them. Someone asked if we could make a profit on them. 
I said I understood the American Bible Society sold 
them at no profit, so why shouldn’t we, as a service to 
our church. The men were unanimous in their agreement. 

We decided the best way to show the Testament was to 
make a nice display which could be seen as people entered 
the church. Two of us spent an evening building a 
pegboard with a frame and tripod. Using a package of 
pegboard hooks, it was a simple matter to mount several 
copies of ‘The Good News” as well as some literature 
furnished by the American Bible Society. 

Our project is still in progress; but thus far thirty six 
families now have at least one copy of this beautiful Testa- 
ment. Since ours is a new, smaller church, this is a good 
percentage. So many have come back to express their 
gratitude that we feel sure most of our families will be 
reached as the word spreads. 

I certainly commend 
this as being a worthy 
project for any men’s club 
if they want to be of real 
service to their church. I 
also want to thank the 
American Bible Society for 
providing this wonderful 
means of helping to get 
the Bible read and under- 
stood. I often wish that 
those who have produced 
this Testament could hear 
the words of appreciation 
of those who look at it. 


in my church. I bought a Mr. Charles E. Ball shows an Illustrated New Testament to young The most frequent com- 
new copy and took it with people in the church. His Men’s Club encouraged every family to ment is, ‘How can they 
me to the Men’s Club. own a copy make it for two dollars?” 
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ing unique in its message. On the other extreme are those 
who claim absolute uniqueness for Christianity and deny 
that John the Baptist, Jesus, and the Disciples were influ- 
enced by their cultural and spiritual environment. A care- 
ful study of the Bible will reveal that God has always been 
a God of history who works through human means to 
accomplish His purpose. The Scrolls will not undermine 
Christianity, but they can illuminate the historical back- 
ground of the New Testament. Many ideas of the Scrolls 
are found in the writings of John the Apostle, Paul and 
Peter, but this is not proof that they copied from the 
Scrolls. Rather, both groups drew from the same well—the 
spiritual atmosphere and environment of the time. The 
coming of Christ, the supreme revelation, was possible 
only because God prepared the way in the minds and 
hearts of sincere, honest people. The more we know about 
this preparation the more we will cherish the New Testa- 
ment. 


og 


Vax 


A Page for Children 


A New Book 


NE of the best presents in the world is a new 
book. We open it carefully, and we begin to 
read. Soon we are lost in the land of the book. Some- 
times it is so interesting that we forget to go out to 
play; we forget to eat; we say that we are lost in our 
book. 

Is that the way you read your Bible? Probably not; 
few of us do. When we open it we sometimes feel lost: 
Where shall we start? What part shall we read? How 
much shall we read at a time?—'Then there are all 
those difficult names and places. 

The Bible is the Word of God, and He is trying to 
tell us the great story of His love for us. And He is 
telling us the story in such a way that everyone who 
reads can understand. 

The Bible is made up of heroic stories, poems, 
history, songs, adventure stories, sermons, precepts, 
letters and prophetic writings. If you mixed up all 
your subjects at school they would be confusing. So, 
if we mix up all the stories in the Bible, they become 
so confusing we are likely to lay the Bible aside. 

Well, you are thinking: How should you read the 
Bible? 

Perhaps you should start with the New Testament. 
It is the part which tells about Jesus and how God’s 
love for us is expressed in the life of Jesus. We have 
four different stories of His life, called the four Gospels, 
and they are a fine place to begin. 

Then read the Acts, for that tells how the new 
Churches got started. Then follow with the letters 
to the Churches and the letters which Apostles wrote 
to individuals. 

The Old Testament is filled with great beauty. It 
is called the greatest writing of all time. It is about 
the Hebrew nation, who loved God and obeyed Him. 
Sometimes they forgot Him; but He always forgave 
them, and when they returned, sorry for what they 
had done, they were blessed. 

‘There were wars and great battles in those days, 
because men lived as they did. Christ came as the 
Prince of Peace, and His message is one of peace. 
Even now men do not always listen. 

As you study your church-school lesson, there will 
be the reading assignments. Read them carefully. 
There are usually weekly readings; read one each 
day, slowly and carefully. One should study the Bible, 
not just skip over it rapidly. 

Memorize the parts you like. Do you know that 
at one time in Scotland there were many men and 
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women who could repeat the entire Bible from 
memory? 

The American Bible Society is concerned about 
how. people read their Bibles. It is not enough to 
have one; it must be read. If you received a letter 
from a dear friend, you would not leave it lying 
around for weeks unread. So, the Bible is a letter to 
us from God. He asks us to read it—slowly, carefully, 
lovingly, day after day. One day we will realize how 
much it means to us: it becomes a part of our life, 
and we feel lost without it. Many of our great men 
have read a chapter every day, reading and rereading 
the Bible until it became a part of their thinking and 
their every act. 

Every year millions of people follow the Worldwide 
Bible Reading, which is conducted by the American 
Bible Society. It becomes so important in their lives 
they become daily readers for the rest of their lives. 

Do you know someone who is ill, old or blind? 
Try reading to him, a chapter each day, and you 
will be helping him and yourself. Perhaps he has a 
favorite chapter; read that. Then read them your 
favorite chapter. Then find more chapters which you 
both like. 

Have you ever seen a worn-out Bible? Your life 
will be richer and fuller and more worth while if 
you wear out your Bible by reading it; and don’t let 
that worry you, as long as we have an American 
Bible Society. 


A Scripture to Memorize 


LESSED is the man that walketh not in 
the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth 
in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of ; 
the scornful. : 

2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD; 
and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 

3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the 
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in 
his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and 
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

4 The ungodly are not so: but are like the 
chaff which the wind driveth away. 

5 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in 
the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation 
of the righteous. 

6 For the LORD knoweth the way of the 
righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall 
perish. 


; 


~ The First Psalm 
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Stories in Pictures... 


The translators of the Conob New Testa= 
ment who enabled more than 40,000 Conob 
Indians in Guatemala to have God’s Word 
in their own language are received in the 
presidential offices by Colonel Carlos Castillo 
Armas, President of Guatemala. From left 
to right are Juarez Juan, Mateo D. Casta- 
neda, Mrs. Kate Cox, Rev. Newberry Cox 
and the President. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cox started the difficult 
translation twenty-five years ago. Juarez 
Juan and Mateo Castaneda were faithful 
advisors and assistants. The Conob New 
Testament was recently published by the 
American Bible Society. 
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Treasurer Darlington (right) helps 
two Navy chaplains as they place a 
poster in the window of the Bible 
House in New York. The Chaplains 
are Lieut. William f. Kennedy of the 
Military Sea Transportation Serv- 
ce, Brooklyn, N. Y., and Lt. 
Commander Winfield V. Johnson 
(left) of the Third Naval District. 


\ THESE POSTERS WERE PREPARED FOR THE 
USE OF U.S. NAVY CHAPLAINS IN SHORE 
a STATIONS OR ON SHIPS DURING 1956 
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Secretary Gerald E. Boyce (left), of the Society's Eastern 
District Office, presents 200 Bibles to Dr. Charles Noble, 
Dean of Hendricks Chapel, Syracuse University, and Rev. 
Arnold Nakajima, University Chaplain. The Bibles are 
for student living quarters. 
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American 
Bible Society Directory 


HEADQUARTERS: Bible House, 

450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 

Telephone, Plaza 9-4300 

President, Daniel Burke; Secretaries, E. M. North (Re- 
search and Counsel), R. T. Taylor (Promotion and 
Public Relations), P. A. Collyer, L. E. Holmgren 

. (Foreign Department), R. H. Ellingson (Home De- 
partment), E. A. Nida (Translations); Treasurer, Gil- 
bert Darlington; Assistant Treasurers, J. A. Macbeth, 
C. W. Baas; Secretary for Promotion of Bible Use, J. V. 
Claypool, 310 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago 1, 
Illinois; Secretary for Visual Materials, H. H. Ragatz; 
Secretary, Work for the Blind, Miss S. R. Barrett; Associ- 
ate Secretaries, Translation Dept., Miss M. T. Hills 
(Librarian), G. H. Waterman, William A, Smalley; 
Associate and Assistant Secretaries, Promotion Dept., A. P. 
Wright, John M. Reimer; Churches Dept., Ray I. Mad- 
sen; Editorial and Recording Secretary, W. F. Asbury. 

District Orricrs in the United States: 116 South 
Salina St., Syracuse 2, New York; 701 Walnut St., 
Philadelphia 6, Pa.; 9 East Franklin St., Baltimore 2, 
Md.; Central Nat'l, Bank Bldg., Richmond 19, Va.; 
85 Walton St., Atlanta 3, Ga,; 123 E. 6th St., Cin- 
cinnati 2, Ohio; 310 North Michigan Ave., Chicago 1, 
Il.; 47 South 9th St., Minneapolis 2, Minn.; 2233 
Bryan St., Dallas 4, Texas; 1445 Glenarm Place, Den- 
ver 2, Colo.; 224 McAllister St., San Francisco 2, 
Calif.; 164 North Euclid Ave., Pasadena 1, Calif. 

Division Orrices OF THE HaAveN MEMORIAL 
Acency: 56 Gammon Ave., S.E., Atlanta, Ga.; 10 W. 
Leigh Street, Richmond 20, Va.; 5424 Woodland 
Ave., Cleveland 4, Ohio; 2233 Bryan St., Dallas 4, Tex. 

Frecp Orrices: 1504 Arrott Bldg., Pittsburgh 22, 
Pa.; 511 Burt Bldg., Dallas 1, Texas; 1435 G Street, 
N.W., Washington 5, D.C. 

Depositories located at same addresses in New York, 
Atlanta, Chicago (310 North Michigan Ave., Chicago 
1, Il.); Dallas 4 (2233 Bryan Street), and San Francisco. 

Foreicn RepresENTATIVES located in: Havana, 
Cuba; Mexico City, Mexico; Cristébal, Canal Zone; 
Lima, Peru; Bogota, Colombia; Caracas, Venezuela; 
Santiago, Chile; Buenos Aires, Argentina; Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil; Istanbul, Turkey; Cairo, Egypt; 

Manila, P.I.; Bangkok, Thailand; Hongkong; Tokyo, 

Japan; Seoul, Korea. 

Cooperating Bible Societies in New England located 
in: Portland, Me.; Concord, N.H.; Burlington, Vt.; 

Boston, Mass.; Providence, R.I.; Hartford, Conn, 


NO JUNE RECORD 


The next issue of the Bible Society 
Record will not appear until late in 


May and the first issue thereafter 
will appear in mid-July. There are 
no issues in June and August. 


Correspondence DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
: 1956 APRIL 1956. 
From a Pacific Island Day Book .Chapter.| Day Book Chapter 
Cees 1 John 20:1-18 16 Acts 1731-15. 
Dear Sirs: 2 John 20:19-31 | 17 Acts 18:1-28 
i i Ns 3 ‘John 21:1-25 | 18 Acts 21-41 
On ii December, Universal Bible Sun fe ts ete as BAe 20:1-38 
day, the offerings of the Protestant worship 5 Hebrews. 3:1-19. | 20. Acts AT” 
a 3 i 6 Heb: 4:1-16 21 Acts 21:18-40 
1 = ebrews :1- | : : 
service here on Johnston Island were desig: y Ae mee 334-38 
nated for the support of the work of the 8 Hebrews 12:1-29 | 23 Acts 3331-35 
i i i 9 Hebrews 13:1-25 24 Acts 31-27 
eee Stet 10 Acts - 13:1-25 | 25 Acts 25:1-27 
The inclosed check for $87.16 represents 11 Acts See a — a 
° f vie cts +i-2U- 
the response of our congregation—a very Z aoe 15:13-41 28 Acts 27-21-44 
enthusiastic one when you realize that our 14 Acts 16:1-24 | 29 Acts 28:1-31 
: ~ =25- 48:1- 
base is the smallest in the Air Force and a 1625-0 tee 
that our attendance at chapel that day was MAY | 
only fifty-eight. Day Book Chapter | Day Book Chapter 
i i 1 Psalms 8:1-9 9 Colossians 1:1-29 
We pray that our contribution may help fa a sean } i Go ee 
further your work of spreading the word of 3 Psalms © 74-4224 4-92 Colossians 331-25 
i 4 Psalms 72:1-20 12 lossians i. 
Sod oH eae: 5 Psalms _92:1-15 | 13 Proverbs 31:1-31 
ROWLAND W. FOLENSBEE 6 Psalms cob ee ~ = os 
ase 7 Psalms z1- tians Bs 
Chaplain (Capt.), USAF Pcie 


Base Chaplain 


A Notice to Our Friends 


NFORTUNATELY, the American Bible Society was left out of the 
1954 Internal Revenue Cumulative List of organizations con- 

tributions to which are deductible by donors from Federal Income 
Tax. Treasurer Darlington wishes to call this to the attention of all 
contributors to the American Bible Society. For their information the 
following letter to the American Bible Society from the Office of the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue is published, as follows: 
The American Bible Society, New York 
Gentlemen: 

This is in reply to a letter dated July 8, 1955, written in your behalf by Mr. 
Ralph L. Concannon of Lord, Day and Lord, in which he called our attention 
to the omission of your name from the 7954 Cumulative List (IRS Publication 
No. 78). He asked that we advise you relative thereto and that we furnish you 
a copy of a ruling issued to you in May 1952. 

Our records show that you have been held to be exempt from Federal in- 
come taxation, and that contributions made to you are deductible by donors. 
Accordingly, your name should have appeared in the current Cumulative List. 
We regret that it was inadvertently omitted, and appreciate Mr. Concannon’s 
calling the matter to our attention. 

We wish to assure you that a proper notation has been made to enter your 
name in an early edition of the weekly Internal Revenue Bulletin as an organiza- 
tion contributions to which are deductible. And in order to distinguish you 
from the new organizations listed therein, an asterisk will be placed after your 
name and a footnote printed below the list to indicate that you are not a new 
organization and that your name should have appeared in the Cumulative List 
(IRS Publication No. 78), revised to October 31, 1954. 

Although the listings appearing in the Bulletin are not cumulative, they are 
regarded as supplemental to the Cumulative List, which is published periodically. 

Regarding the request for a copy of a ruling letter issued to you in May 
1952, we are unable to comply with such request, since our records fail to 
show that a ruling was issued at that time. However, our records disclose that 
you were held to be exempt from Federal income tax under the provisions of 
section 103(6) of the Revenue Act of 1928, and corresponding provisions of 
prior Revenue Acts, on February 18, 1931. That ruling was affirmed under 
section 101(6) of the Revenue Act of 1936 on April 29, 1938 and reaffirmed 
on May 23, 1945 and December 20, 1946, under the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1939, which corresponds to section 501 (c) (3) of the code of 1954. 

Very truly yours, 
P. Henry Needham 
Chief, Pensions and Exempt Organizations Branch 


—— 
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Southeast Asia (Continued from page 50) 


jutionary upheaval, Messianic nationalism and imitation 
pf the West. Each of these presents both an obstacle and an 
opportunity to Christian missions in general and the Bible 
ause in particular. 

The whole of Asian life is in revolution. ‘These people 
are in revolt against age-old poverty and misery, no longer 
willing to accept passively gross inequalities of fortune,” 
stated the House of Bishops of the Episcopal Church in 
onolulu last September. “The earthly fate of hundreds 
of millions is at stake in their desperate efforts to conquer 
ntolerable physical poverty. Their humanity is asserting 
tself against all that destroys humanity.”’ Because we have 
a Book that tells of a Saviour who looked upon frightened, 
diseased, starving humanity ‘“‘with compassion,”’ this very 
evolutionary spirit becomes our great new opportunity. 

A second notable force in the area today is a kind of 

anatical nationalism with its resultant East-West tension. 
here is a kind of deliberate and studied self-affirmation of 
he East in the face of the West, and it is noticeable every- 
here. 
The Churches in Southeast Asia are affected by this. 
owhere, except in China, are they militantly anti-Western; 
evertheless they seem to be falling prey to a subtle form 
of alienation from distant brethren in Christ. There is a 
reat deal of talk about “indigenous leadership,”’ with its 
-oveted goal of completely nationalized Churches. Prevail- 
ng weaknesses are said to be the result of inferior practices 
introduced by the missionary. Failure to speak with com- 
anding power to its contemporaries is often said to be 
due to the presence of so many foreign voices in the na- 
tional Church. The future success of the Christian cause is 
requently thought to be in direct proportion to the in- 
srease in national leadership and the corresponding de- 
rease in foreign personnel. 

Everyone must applaud the efforts to enlarge the leader- 
ship and enhance the witness of the Churches in all quar- 
ters of the world, and certainly the Churches in Southeast 
Asia need all the indigenous strength they can muster for 
e days just ahead. But much of this sentiment seems to 
take its rise less from lofty Christian motives than from sub- 
tle surrender to prevailing social and political pressures. 

_ But can all this become a golden opportunity for the Bi- 
ble Societies. While governments are everywhere yielding 
to and even encouraging racial and national cleavages, the 
Shurch of Christ can be courageously and prophetically 
alling men to higher ground. The man with the Bible can 
mever forget that he is part of a fellowship “where there is 
neither Jew nor Greek . . .. barbarian nor Scythian, bond 
nor free: but where Christ is all in all.” 

Yet a third force everywhere evident in Southeast Asia 
is the desire to assimilate as much from the West as possi- 
ble. This interest in Western achievement is directed pri- 
marily to technical skills and industrial progress; and if 
this-be all we teach, we shall have created the most insur- 
mountable obstacle of all to the evangelization of South- 
east Asia. The history of Japan is an impressive reminder 
hat it is possible for a nation to rise to world power 
ough technology alone, largely learned from the West, 
and to be destroyed in the process. The Christian oppor- 
tunity in Asia lies precisely at this point; for we have a 
Book that reminds men that it is possible to gain the whole 
vorld and lose one’s own soul. Asia is eager to learn from 
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the West, and we must give her the Book that tells of God’s 
eternally redemptive purpose for all mankind, of His Sov- 
ereign Lordship over East and West. 

The Central Christian task must be, therefore, the dis- 
tribution of the Word of God to the millions in this strate- 
gic region. In these efforts, and the Book we offer, lies a 
world of promise. In the pages of this issue of the RECORD 
—in articles by Bishop de los Reyes of the Aglipayan 
Church in the Philippines, by Secretary Mortensen in 
Thailand, and by Secretary Lancashire in Hong Kong— 
are accounts of how your American Bible Society is re- 
sponding to both the challenge and the promise of South- 
east Asia.—Laton E. HoLMGREN 


Distributors in Mississippi 


There will be additional Scriptures available in Korea 
because of children in Mississippi who worked to provide 
them. Mrs. J. J. Trunzler of Route 3, Box 96, Columbus, 
Mississippi, wrote that she had read a story in the January 
1956 Record to her children. Her letter reads in part: 

“I read my children the story about being a [Bible] dis- 
tributor, and they wanted to be distributors too. So one 
Saturday morning they picked up scrap iron around the 
equipment shed. When we sold it, there was $10.” 

Mrs. Trunzler asked that Miss Sarah Barry, Presbyter- 
ian Missionary in Kwangju, Korea, be enabled to have 
$10 worth of Korean Scriptures for her work. 


Overseas Chinese (Continued from page 52) 


program of increased Scripture distribution among the 
Chinese resident in the region; and to keep headquarters 
of the supporting Societies informed of the developments 
in the area and on the mainland.” 

At the first conference of area and home Secretaries, 
held at Singapore March 28—April 2, a cursory survey of 
the work among Chinese in Southeast Asia was made, and 
certain aims and goals were set. 

The work is just beginning, but good plans have been 
made. Recommendations at the conference included: 

The appointment of highly qualified Chinese as Associ- 
ate Secretaries in Singapore-Malaya, Hongkong-Taiwan 
and Indochina in order to assure closer cooperation of the 
Chinese Churches with the Bible Society; 

The purchase of motor vans and motor launches fur- 
nished with audio-visual aids, the appointment of person- 
nel to handle this equipment; also recommended was the 
stockpiling of Chinese Scriptures sufficient to meet any 
emergency that might arise in the Far East; 

Closer contact with Chinese Christian Churches and 
Missions working among Chinese through advisory com- 
mittees, with Chinese and Western personnel; inaugura- 
tion of uniform prices of missionary editions of Chinese 
Scriptures throughout Southeast Asia. There were pro- 
posals, too, that there be published a quarterly Bible Soci- 
ety bulletin in Chinese, or in a bilingual form—Chinese 
and English—to foster a greater understanding of the pro- 
gram of the Bible Societies and their methods and tech- 
niques, and that a new sound-film be produced to depict 
life in the newly established Chinese villages in Malaya, 
and how the Bible Society pioneered among them. 

— Ralph Mortensen 
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A Christian Answer to the 
Prayers of a Troubled World 


In this period of economic uncertainty and 
international conflict, an American Bible Soci- 
ety Annuity Agreement comes as an answer to 
the prayers of most of us. For it offers guar- 
anteed security of income regardless of finan- 
cial conditions . . . a generous income with 
returns as high as 7%, plus tax savings. Your 
purchase of the annuity helps combat the evils 
and hatreds of the world with the great power 
of the Holy Bible. 


No income could be more secure 


Payments on American Bible Society Annui- 
ties have been made in full and on deme for 
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more than a century. While enjoying this 
income security, you help the Bible Society 
bring the Scriptures to the peoples of the world 
wherever needed. This is a never-ending need, 
met with printed volumes in nearly every 
written language, with illustrated Scriptures 
and with Braille volumes and talking book 
records for the 
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Help meet this need THE puAl rune 
while providing for ANNUITY WITH T 
your own financial DOUBLE-PROTECTION 
security. Send cou- RESERVES 

pon below. 
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